
 

A Hands-On Zapotec Weaving Workshop  

      with Felipe Hernandez from Oaxaca  

  

Our woven wonders created with Felipe in Oaxaca 2019 

and  

  a Cultural 

    Immersion 

 

Zapotec Weaving in Santa Fe 

    June 22 – 29, 2020 

 
A global textile adventure you can experience right here at home! 



 

 

 

  
 

 

  

The Itinerary at a Glance 

 

Day 1:   Arrive Santa Fe; Evening Welcome Reception 
 

Days 2-3:    Zapotec Weaving Workshop with Felipe Hernandez 
 

Day 4:    Full day guided tour of Chimayo Weavers, wine tasting, iconic 
Northern New Mexico sites, local artists, etc.   
 

Day 5:    Free day to explore Santa Fe including museums and other 
sites with included Culture Pass 
 

Day 6-7:    Zapotec Weaving Workshop continues 
 

Day 8:  Travel Home 
 

 

Meet Our Zapotec Instructor… 

Featuring  

4 + Days  

of  

Hands-On 

Zapotec Weaving  

and a  

Full Day  

Guided Tour 

of the Area 

 

“Uncommon Textile Journeys that Change Lives” 
 

 

Felipe Hernandez  

One of the most renowned weavers of Zapotec rugs, 
Felipe, like many of the weavers of the community of 
Teotitlán in Oaxaca Mexico, began weaving at age 13.  He 
has carried on the tradition by teaching his three sons 
how to card, spin and weave. Felipe has been able to 
support his family with his weaving after he was 
discovered by a buyer from the United States to whom he 
has provided rugs for more than 13 years. Felipe weaves 
five hours every day from 4 AM – 9AM. He is a master 
dyer who expertly produces rose, blueberry and peach 
shades and is one of the few weavers in Teotitlán that 
dyes for custom orders. Weaving remains Felipe’s 
passion. He says that even if he had different 
opportunities in another life, he would first and foremost 
be a weaver. 

 



Zapotec Weaving in Santa Fe 

   A Unique Fiber Getaway in the Legendary Artist Mecca of the Southwest  

            

You don’t even need an international airline ticket to have a global adventure ! 

 

Monday, June 22  Arrive Santa Fe 

Today you travel from your home to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  We will be happy to make recommendations for your travel 
arrangements. Travel options include flights directly into Santa Fe or Albuquerque.  Upon arrival, you will transfer on 
your own to the charming Inn on the Alameda.  Nestled in the heart of Santa Fe, between the historic Plaza and the art-
filled galleries of Canyon Road, the Inn on the Alameda offers quintessential Santa Fe hospitality.  This evening, we will 
gather for a welcome reception.  Dinner is on your own so that you can experience one of Santa Fe’s marvelous 
restaurants.  Overnight at Inn on the Alameda.  (Welcome reception) 
 

 



Tuesday – Wednesday, June 23 - 24     

Zapotec Weaving Workshop 

 
 
We will begin the first two days of our workshop learning Zapotec weaving techniques including curves and geometric 

designs with renowned Zapotec Weaver Felipe Hernandez creating various shapes and color blending.  Felipe will teach us 
the Zapotec style of weaving tapetes. Using Felipe’s naturally dyed wool, we will each create a piece of our own. You can 
come away with a completed tapestry, not just a sampler.  This very personalized class is suitable for all levels of weaving 

experience, even beginners.  Overnight at Inn on the Alameda. (B and 
Happy Hour daily) 
 
  

Our weavings with Felipe at Patty’s Paradise in Colorado 



Thursday, June 25  

Full Day Tour of Northern Chimayo and Surroundings 

 

Today we have the entire day to explore some of 
Northern New Mexico’s iconic sites.  We’ll begin 
with a visit to the Historic Nambe Trading Post for 
an introduction to one of the last historic trading 
posts of the Real West and showcasing the New 
Spirit of Old 
Santa Fe.  
Everything is 
made by hand 

by local artists and craftsmen from the surrounding pueblos and communities.  
 
Next, we visit the famous weavers of Chimayo.  The town of Chimayo was founded 
near the end of the 17th century by Spanish settlers who became proficient at 
farming, raising stock and wool weaving. Their descendants are still experts in many 
of these traditions.  Ortega’s Weaving is a family of ninth generation weavers 
offering traditional textile creations.  Nearby, Centinela Weavers is a tapestry gallery 
specializing in in hand woven tapestry wool products using natural dyes, custom-
dyed yarns, handspun yarns, and the traditional Chimayo and Rio Grande weaving 
styles. The gallery is run by Irvin and Lisa Trujillo, both award winner weavers.  Their 
work has been shown in many museums worldwide including the Smithsonian.  Here 
we learn more firsthand from Irvin about the entire Rio Grande weaving process 
which is closely linked to the history of New Mexico and is indigenous to this area. 
  

Photos of beautiful weavings from Centinela Weavers 



   
Chimayo is also renowned for its traditional Tewa Indian and Hispanic arts.  These include wood carving, retablos, tin 
working, pottery, red and green chilis and colcha embroidery.  We take a break for lunch at an iconic restaurant that has 
been serving authentic cuisine of New Mexico since 1965.  Filled up with the delicious flavors of New Mexico, we 
journey to the nearby Santuario de Chimayó which is believed to be the home of a miracle over 200 years ago.  Built in 
1816, the site is the destination for thousands of pilgrims and travelers every year to be healed by its famous soil. 
 

Lastly, we travel on the spectacularly 
scenic High Road to Taos with vistas 
in every direction.  Our destination is 
La Chiripada Winery located in the 
charming Embudo Valley.  They have 
been creating award-winning wines 
for over 35 years and is New Mexico’s 
oldest winery.  The vineyard was 
established in 1977, following the 
traditions of the first Spanish settlers.  
The name La Chiripada (meaning “a 
stroke of luck”) was adopted from 
the original ranch where the winery is 
located.  Here we will have the 
opportunity to taste some of their 
twenty varieties of wines before 
heading back to Santa Fe filled with 
memories of an extraordinary day.  
Overnight at Inn on the Alameda. (B)  



Friday, June 26 

  Free Day to Explore Santa Fe 

Today the day is entirely at your leisure to discover the many wonders of Santa Fe at your own pace.  Armed with your 
complimentary Cultural Pass for free entrances, you may wish to visit some of the many museums including the 
International Folk Art Museum, The Indian Museum, the Georgia O’Keefe 
Museum and others. 
 
The shopping in Santa Fe is legendary and the many galleries feature world 
class art.  Don’t miss the Native American artists that show their creations in 
front of the Governor’s Palace.  They travel from miles around and are 
allotted space each day based on a lottery system.  Today’s options are 
seemingly endless!  We recommend having lunch at one of the iconic 
restaurants to break up the day.  The offerings range from traditional local’s 
favorites to five-star dining experiences. Overnight at Inn on the Alameda.  
(B, Happy Hour) 

  



Saturday - Sunday, June 27 – 28 

Zapotec Weaving Workshop 

 
We continue our weaving workshop for these two days completing our amazing creations.  It is always such a pleasure 
to see where the various forms of inspiration take each weaver!  Where will yours lead you? At the end of the workshop, 
we may all choose to have a farewell dinner together and celebrate our week of adventure in the Southwest (not 
included).  Overnight at Inn on the Alameda.  (B, Happy Hour) 

 

  



Monday, June 29 

Farewell to Santa Fe    

This morning after breakfast, you will begin your journey home filled 
with memories of your weaving adventure in the Southwest. (B) 

 

 Land Costs Include: 
  

▪ 7 Nights’ Accommodation based on double occupancy; single 
accommodations available with supplement 

▪ A welcome reception with wine and appetizers 
▪ Breakfasts and Happy Hour daily 
▪ Coffee, tea and snacks during workshop 
▪ 4 Days of Zapotec Weaving Workshop including use of the pre-

warped loom and all materials and equipment 
▪ 1 Day private sightseeing tour and exclusive cultural visits 
▪ All applicable service charges and taxes  
▪ Pre-departure materials including a customized Travel Guide 

containing destination information, packing list and reading 
list  

 

Land Costs Exclude: 

▪ Air transportation  
▪ Airport transfers as indicated 
▪ Any item not specifically included in your program including all 

snacks, extra personal beverages & bottled water, etc. other 
than during designated meals, alcoholic beverages 

▪ Tips for your guide, ground staff, drivers, hotel porters and other service staff 
▪ Additional Insurance of any kind; any and all expenses resulting from delays arising beyond our direct control 

due to bad weather, trail, river, sea, and/or road conditions, sickness, civil unrest, government action; or any 
other transportation delays for any reason beyond our direct control; optional activities, free-day activities, 
including any additional stopover arrangements not specifically included in the itinerary.  

 

Cost:   $1,795 USD Per Person Based on Double Occupancy 

Single Supplement $750 for those prefer their own room  
 

Please call us with any questions or to reserve your spot 

800.369.3033 (from the US only)  ~  970.728.6743 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PO Box 22128, Telluride, CO  81435  ~  518 Old Santa Fe Trail, Suite 1-278, Santa Fe, NM  87501 

loomdancerSF@gmail.com  ~  loomdance@aol.com  ~  www.loomdancer.com  

800-369-3033 (from the US only)  ~  970-728-6743  ~  Fax 970-728-7081 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Loom Dancers in Santa Fe does not 
believe in large group, bargain or 

“ordinary” tours.  Instead, we strive to 
immerse the discerning and 

adventurous traveler into the 
wondrous world of global fiber arts 

with quality cultural encounters.  Our 
typical group size is limited to 6 - 8 

participants to allow for a more hands-
on, relaxed and intimate travel 

experience.  
 

 We invite you to join us;    
be a traveler, not a tourist. 
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