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   Navajo Weaving in Canyon de Chelly  
An Exclusive Cultural Odyssey in the Southwest:  

Anasazi Ruins, Legendary Trading Posts  & Historic Textiles  

A Total Cultural Immersion  
 

§ 4 Days of exclusive Navajo Weaving in  
Canyon de Chelly at the base of the ruins 
 

§ ά.ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎŜƴŜǎέ Private Viewing of The 
Durango Collection with over 800 years of 
Southwest Textiles 
 

§ Two Evening Receptions with renowned Southwest 
Historians Dr. Andrew Gulliford and Jackson Clark 
 

§ Exclusive Trading Post Visits offering an historical 
perspective of the Southwest 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Our Navajo Weaving Guidesé 
 

   
 

 Two Grey Hills tapestry weavers Lynda Teller Pete and Barbara Teller are Tabaaha (Water Edge Clan) and 
ōƻǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻΩŀƘŜŜŘƭƛƛƴƛƛ ό¢ǿƻ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ Cƭƻǿ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ /ƭŀƴύΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ wǳǘƘΣ 
demonstrated weaving and attracted a constant flow of tourists at the Two Grey Hills Trading Post.  Indeed, 
wǳǘƘ ¢ŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǊǳƎǎ were so prized that tourists often purchased them right off the loom. Needless to say, as 
children, Lynda and Barbara learned weaving through observation. 
 
   Weaving is a legacy in the Teller family. For over five generations, grandmothers, mother, sisters, aunts, and 
cousins have produced award-winning rugs and are featured in numerous publications. Lynda and her family 
are known for weaving rugs in the traditional Two Grey Hills pattern which identified primarily by a double-
diamond layout, intricate geometric design using natural colored, hand-carded and hand-spun wool. 
 
   [ȅƴŘŀΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ grandmother, Susie Tom and her paternal grandmother, Nellie Peshlakai Teller made sure 
their daughters and granddaughters learned the art of weaving. They emphasized many practices, such as 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƳΤ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻƻƭ Ǿƛŀ ǎƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ŎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎΤ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ proper 
care of weaving tools; and paying attention to design elements, always emphasizing the importance of 
intricate patterns and color combinations.  Lynda's mother Ruth Teller, her maternal aunt Margaret Yazzie, 
and her older sisters, Barbara and Rosann instilled the belief that beauty and harmony should be woven into 
every rug.  Today, Lynda and Barbara continue to carry on this tradition 
 
   Lƴ [ȅƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ bŀǾŀƧƻ ǿŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅϥǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ bŀǾŀƧƻ 
Weaving.  Telling their stories, they give the workshop participant a glimpse into seven generations of 
enduring Navajo Weaving.  Each of their tapestries tells a story.  They are imbued with their hopes, their 
dreams, their tears, and their laughter.  
 

http://www.nativeart.net/navajorugs2nd.shtml
http://www.nativeart.net/navajorugs1st.shtml


     In traditional Navajo stories, Spider Woman was the 
first to weave her web of the universe.  She taught 
Din'eh (Navajo people) to create beauty in their own 
life and spread the "Beauty Way" teaching of balance 
within the mind, body and soul.  Canyon de Chelly was 
her home and it certainly lives up to its legendary 
beauty and spirit.  I often liken it to Yosemite with red 
rocks.  I operated horseback trips into the canyon over 
the past 18 years and Canyon de Chelly has carved a 
special place deep in my heart.   
 

     Canyon de Chelly, the great stronghold of the 
Navajo people, is home to over 2,700 archaeological 
sites within the many canyons of Canyon de Chelly 
National Monument. Only 13 of the 700 standing ruins 
have been stabilized, re-enforced, or protected from 
degradation.  Passing through its towering sandstone 
portals is like entering the gates to another world.  
Massive cliffs dominate over the wide dry riverbeds 
lined with olive and tamarisk trees.  Seemingly around 
every corner, tucked into the sheer walls, lie ancient 
ruins and countless petroglyphs.  You can almost hear 
the voices of the ancients and the laughter of children.  
aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ŘŜ /ƘŜƭƭȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
longest continuously inhabited landscapes of North 
America; a landscape composed of places infused with 
collective memory.  It is one of the most sacred places I 
have visited on this earth. 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

     We have the rare opportunity to weave in this ancient 
utopia among the ruins.  Imagine sitting at your loom inspired 
by the view that has influenced countless Navajo weavers 
from the beginning of time.  Immersing ourselves in the spirit 
of Canyon de Chelly, we will enjoy four days of hands-on 
weaving with two Navajo master weavers.  At the end of 
these remarkable days, we will each have our own completed 
weaving saturated with the magic of this mystical Eden.  I 
invite you to join us for a weaving adventure like no other! 
  

 Cari Sample Malver  

Director 
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Perfect Itinerary  

for Non -Weavers, too!  
 

Additional activities are available  
for those not participating  
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Horseback Riding, 
 Hiking,  

Photography 
Monument Valley Visit  
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